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KIRKWOOD STUDENTS BY COUNTRY

Students come from countries all over the world, but the majority of Kirkwood 

students are African. In Iowa City, our highest student concentration is Sudanese. 

In Cedar Rapids, our number one population is Congolese. 

We have more Arabic, French, and Spanish speakers than other lanuages. 



KIRKWOOD STUDENT POPULATION 
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What country are you from?

Sudan

Congo

Honduras

Mexico

Dominican Republic

Senegal

Togo

Iraq
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Tanzania

Vietnam



TRUMP’S TRAVEL BAN

• Syria (Eastern Iowa is beginning to welcome these immigrants)

• Libya

• Yemen

• Somalia

• Iran 

• SUDAN (Eastern Iowa has many of these immigrants)



KIRKWOOD’S RESPONSE: PRESIDENT STARCEVICH

At Kirkwood, thousands of people from different locations, ethnicities and socio-economic statuses join to accomplish great things. 

This melting pot is a place of ideas where dreams are realized for the betterment of all. Kirkwood is a shining example of what 

can be accomplished, despite our differences, when we work together as a community.

My new year’s resolution for the Corridor is to not let our differences define us as we move through the challenges of the new 

year. We need to embrace what makes us different instead of letting it divide us. We can learn from each other and move 

forward as a cohesive community.

Kirkwood has shown what can be accomplished when we work as one. We can learn from the countless examples on our 

campuses every day. As citizens we can take this idea, apply it to work toward our dreams and make a positive impact on our 

whole society – together.

For you. For your neighbor. For your community. 

December, 2016, The Cedar Rapids Gazette



KIRKWOOD’S RESPONSE: SIGNS



KIRKWOOD’S RESPONSE: STUDENT PROTEST

• Early January, Student Life sponsored a student protest led by U.S. Students 

over activity hour, stating all students are welcome at Kirkwood.



ENROLLMENT STATISTICS IN KIRKWOOD ELA 2008-
2017
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ENROLLMENT IN KIRKWOOD ELA

• First decline in Enrollment since 2008 is 2017.

• These causes could be we have finally reached the end of our growth spurt 

and secondary migration

• We could also see a decline because of the Trump effect



THOUGHTS

• While we have seen support, we know that many faculty and students at our 

college do not know our refugee and immigrant students are here to stay, and 

still hold onto the “international” student model, believing these students are 

going home. We do have international visa students at our college, but most 

ELA students are here to stay. 

• Our visa student and refugee student enrollments have fallen. 

• Our students face open discrimination as well as open support.



THOUGHTS

• Kirkwood faculty and staff continue to lead by example, but there have been 

incidents (our signage is offensive; why do we to make things political; do we 

really need a new president who prioritizes international education)

• Education is key. Support is key. Counseling is key.

• Questions?


