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Describe the most engaging learning spaces that 
you have experienced.



Traditional Classroom

• Desks in rows

• All facing the “sage on the stage”

• Drab lighting

• Institutional Colors

• Rules about moving furniture

• Uncomfortable seats



What Makes a Great Learning Space? 
Estrella Mountain CC

• EMCC pioneer in design of creative & dynamic learning spaces; leverage physical space to 
promote engagement and advance teaching and learning; abandoned traditional classrooms with 
70% of classrooms becoming learning studios.

Learning Studio Characteristics: 
• Facilitates Engagement
• Motivating
• Students want to “Linger & Learn”
• Impacts Student Learning
• Allows for Multiple Pedagogies
• Easy Access to Technology
• “Radical Flexibility”:  manipulation of physical learning environment resulting in an increased 

sense of ownership in the learning process
• Captivating colors, textures, and finishes

Roger Yohe, Estrella Mountain Community College



Why Student Engagement?

Student Engagement is the amount of time and energy that students invest in 
meaningful educational practices.

Examples include:
• Asking questions in class
• Working with other students
• Communication with faculty
• Tutoring
• Time spent studying, writing, reading, editing, using labs and resources
• Applying theories to practical problems
• Working on a career plan

R. Yohe, Estrella Mountain Community College





Designing 21st Century 
Learning Environments

• Learning spaces should represent the college’s vision and strategy for 
learning:

-responsive
-inclusive
-student success-oriented

• Depict a  dynamic environment that allows and encourages
~learning
~research
~creativity
~collaboration
~engagement





CCSSE: Active & Collaborative  Learning  



How did COVID change the
learning environment at your college? 



What aspects of those changes should stay and 
which need to be adapted 

as we return to the classroom? 



“Student-Centered Learning Spaces 
During a Pandemic”

• 2021 Masters Thesis by Rebeccah J. Maley, Eastern Illinois University

Students:

-value their communities

-appreciate localized spaces for collaboration

-acknowledge various influences can enhance or inhibit ability to 
study

-designs that offer privacy, public view, or solidarity

-safety, large surface areas, and a sense of peace

-resources: water, food, restrooms, technology, human connection



The Learning Sweet Spot

Remote Learning

• Accessibility

• Inclusion

• Engagement

• Digital Equity

• Fatigue

In Person Learning

• Safety

• Time & Place Bound

• Synchronous 
Conversations

• One and done



Today’s Students Expect
• On-demand lectures to repeat or listen to at faster speeds

• Deeper Connection to Content

• Learning spaces that foster smaller clustered conversations

• Hands-on experiences

• Proximity that results in innovation, collaboration, strategic thinking

• A strong sense of community which helps students to keep up 
academically

• Less command and control, rather moving toward a “neural 
network”

• Learning, Living, & Recreation are interconnected



Discuss your reaction to Student Expectations 
for Learning.

What are the challenges and opportunities for 
meeting student learning expectations?



Examples of Engaging Learning Spaces
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QUESTIONS & COMMENTS

“Effective schools use their settings to 
educational advantage by creating engaging 
spaces for learning.  These spaces sometimes 

have profound, if not always clearly understood 
meaning to students, faculty, and staff!”

Student Success in College:  Creating Conditions That Matter 
Kuh, Kinzie, Schuh, Whitt, and Assoc.




